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From the University of Pittsburgh’s earliest days, its

successful pursuit of its own mission has been a key to

Pennsylvania’s progress. That link was made even

stronger by the passage of House Bill No. 2 of the Third Special

Session of the 1966 Pennsylvania General Assembly. That bill was,

“An act providing for the establishment and operations of the

University of Pittsburgh as an instrumentality of the Commonwealth

to serve as a state-related university in the higher education system of

the Commonwealth.” Building upon that foundation, Pitt has

become one of the top public research universities in the nation.

Under the state’s master plan for higher education, Pitt, Penn

State, and Temple are classified as “The Commonwealth

Universities.” We are expected, in the language of that plan, to:

provide “a broad range of baccalaureate programs for qualified

students;” “carry special responsibilities for research, advanced

graduate education and for education in the professions;” 

and serve as “principal centers for research and development 

in Pennsylvania.”

As you all know, we consider meeting the educational needs of our students to be our most fundamental responsibility.

And as you also know, we have been attracting record-setting numbers of exceptionally well-qualified students who 

are performing at the very highest levels once they have joined us. But you also may have noted that “research” was

mentioned twice in the master plan language that I quoted. It is our research responsibilities that most fundamentally

set us apart from most other institutions of higher learning—and it is that part of our mission that will be the primary

focus of my remarks today.
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IN FEBRUARY 2004, AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH'S ANNUAL "PITT DAY IN HARRISBURG,"

CHANCELLOR MARK A. NORDENBERG ADDRESSED PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATORS, PITT ALUMNI,

AND FRIENDS OF THE UNIVERSITY, DISCUSSING THE MANY WAYS IN WHICH THE UNIVERSITY

CONTINUES TO ADVANCE ITS MISSION—EVEN AS IT SIMULTANEOUSLY STRENGTHENS THE

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA REGION. IN PARTICULAR, THE UNIVERSITY'S RESEARCH POWERHOUSE,

WHICH HAS GROWN SUBSTANTIALLY FROM 1995 TO THE PRESENT, SERVES AS A KEY ECONOMIC

DRIVER FOR THE REGION. THE CHANCELLOR SHARED THAT SAME IMPORTANT MESSAGE WITH

THE UNIVERSITY'S BOARD OF TRUSTEES ON FEBRUARY 27, 2004. THIS IS A PRINTED VERSION OF HIS

REMARKS ABOUT THIS ASPECT OF PITT'S VITAL ECONOMIC ROLE.



Since Founder’s Day formally arrives tomorrow, let me begin by

reminding you that Hugh Henry Brackenridge—our founder and

a distinguished author, lawyer, legislator, and jurist—had twin

visions for this community. Pittsburgh “must be a place of great

manufactory … the greatest on the continent or in the world,” he

declared. He further asserted that “the situation in the town of

Pittsburgh is greatly to be chosen for a seat of learning.”

But even more than 200 years ago, Mr. Brackenridge saw the

link between education and economic development, observing

that “the strength of a state greatly consists of the superior 

mental powers of its inhabitants.” Over the course of time, that

link has taken on new forms, and it never has been stronger than

it is today, so let me shift to more modern history.

When I moved to Pennsylvania in the late 1970s, Pittsburgh still

ranked third among all U.S. cities in terms of the number of

Fortune 500 corporations headquartered here. But Westinghouse,

Gulf, Rockwell, National Steel, Koppers, Wheeling-Pittsburgh,

Allegheny Ludlum, Joy Manufacturing, Cyclops, and H.K. Porter either are gone entirely, have moved to other places,

or have fallen off the list. And many of the Pittsburgh corporations still on the Fortune 500 list have fallen from 

earlier positions of prominence on it.

This troubling erosion of our traditional industrial base continues. For example, on February 3, 2004, the Pittsburgh

Post-Gazette reported that preliminary numbers from Pennsylvania’s Department of Labor and Industry show that our

region’s businesses “shed almost 12,000 workers last year, mirroring 2002’s losses and marking the worst back-to-back

annual jobs performance since the depths of Big Steel’s mid-1980s collapse.” Those losses are concentrated in such

areas of past strength as manufacturing, transportation, and trade.
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The University of Pittsburgh’s Cathedral of
Learning in the springtime
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But there is a “bright spot.” While the Pittsburgh metropolitan

statistical area now is only the country’s 20th largest economy,

the Council on Competitiveness has reported that our education

and knowledge sector ranks seventh nationally and has led the

region in terms of new jobs created over the course of the past

decade. Sitting at the very heart of that sector is the University

of Pittsburgh.

In 1995, Pitt received $230 million in sponsored project support,

placing us in the top 20 universities nationally. Last year, we

raced past the half-billion-dollar mark, attracting $513 million.

Research, then, is very big business at Pitt, and it is a business

that benefits not just the University but also the broader 

community. To give just three key examples:

• That dramatic increase in research dollars has permitted Pitt to

grow its own employment base by nearly 25 percent since 1995.

And applying accepted national conventions, our annual 

research expenditures support—directly and indirectly—

some 15,000 local jobs;

• Those same research dollars are supporting work—in areas as

diverse as health care, basic education, and human security—

that already is elevating the quality of life in this community;

• And our research is viewed as critical to the long-term strength

of the regional economy—as we see in such initiatives as the

Pittsburgh Digital Greenhouse, the Pittsburgh Life Sciences

Greenhouse, and the Pittsburgh Robotics Foundry.
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Rendering of the Biomedical Science Tower 3, 
currently under construction on the Oakland campus
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In fact, it is this region’s rich university research base that led

President George W. Bush, during a visit to our campus in 2002,

to declare that “[w]hile Pittsburgh used to be called Steel Town,

they now need to call it Knowledge Town.”

To provide some additional context for our research growth,

consider that, from 1995 to 2003, Pitt’s state appropriation

increased from $144 million to $168.5 million, an eight-year

increase totaling just 17 percent. During that same period, 

as I already have mentioned, Pitt’s research support increased

from $230 million to $513 million, a far more dramatic jump 

of 123 percent.

In the current fiscal year, our state appropriation was cut by

more than $5 million—and we expect our research support to

rise to $580 million. Using those numbers as a more current

point of comparison, the contrast becomes even starker. Our

state appropriation has grown just under 13.5 percent over that

nine-year period, while our research support will have increased

by more than 150 percent in that same time.

Viewed another way, by the end of this year, we expect to be

attracting about $3.50 in research support for every $1 of 

appropriation. I doubt that the commonwealth receives that

kind of return from many of its other investments. And I doubt

that there is a more effectively leveraged public university in

America. That, of course, is a source of pride, but it also is a

cause for concern.
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President George W. Bush

The newly renovated University Honors College 
in the Cathedral of Learning
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Today, the University of Pittsburgh sits at the heart of the sector

that, as President Bush noted, has become the most important

sector of the Western Pennsylvania economy. We already are

highly ranked, and we are moving up. As a major research 

university, we shoulder multiple missions, and we are delivering

on each of them. But to assume that such trends must inevitably

continue is to ignore the lessons of our own recent, and painful,

economic history.

Institutions of strength can be lost if they do not receive 

essential support. It may well be true, for example, that no one

in Harrisburg could have done anything to sustain the 

dominance of Pennsylvania’s steel industry. But people in

Harrisburg do have a key role to play in nurturing the 

commonwealth’s public research universities.

The governor’s budget proposal contains welcome news—

recommending a modest increase to our appropriation, as

opposed to the cuts and freezes that have characterized recent

years. But even with that increase, we will be left millions of

dollars short of where we were just a few years ago. We 

shouldered what we think was more than our fair share of the

load when the commonwealth was moving through difficult

times, and we did so without complaint. Now that the economy

seems to be rebounding, though, our goal is restoration to those

earlier levels of support, over a manageable period of time.
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The Hillman Cancer Center, home to University
researchers advancing the cause of human health
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In pressing our case, we are heartened by the example of 

Hugh Henry Brackenridge, the member of the General

Assembly who led the efforts to charter the Pittsburgh Academy.

And, as we seek a more stable and substantial state funding 

base, we also are reminded of the words of Benjamin Franklin—

a former speaker of Pennsylvania’s House of Representatives,

chair of its Appropriations Committee, and perhaps the greatest

Pennsylvanian of them all. More than two centuries ago, he said,

“An investment in knowledge always pays the best interest.” 

As our record over more recent years makes clear, an investment

in the University of Pittsburgh is one of the best ways for

Pennsylvania to invest in knowledge … and is a high-yield 

investment in the commonwealth’s own future.
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Benjamin Franklin

The Commons Room in the Cathedral of Learning,
the landmark of Pitt’s Oakland campus
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