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In his October 31, 2002 presentation to the
University of Pittsburgh Board of Trustees,
Chancellor Mark A. Nordenberg offered an
overview of the many significant ways Pitt has
been growing and changing. Building upon 
a firm foundation of scholarship, research, 
and the ongoing additions of exceptional faculty
and students, the University has constructed
state-of-the-art facilities to complement and 
support its intellectual endeavors. This is 
a printed version of the Chancellor’s remarks
about this aspect of Pitt’s progress.
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BUILDING ON THE PAST— 
BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

On the cover: The most recognized architectural landmark 
at the University of Pittsburgh, the Cathedral of Learning—
the tallest academic building in the Western Hemisphere—
houses the magnificent three-story, gothic Commons Room.

This page: One shining example of the University’s commitment 
to effective and beautiful renovation is located on the fourth 
floor of the Cathedral: The McCarl Center for Nontraditional
Student Success in the College of General Studies.



BLUE & GOLD AND BUILDING

In addition to “building” in the sense of adding to the base of existing knowledge, we also have been

building in the more literal sense. Facilities-related achievements of the relatively recent past include, of

course, the award-winning renovation of Alumni Hall; the construction of apartment-style residence halls

at Bouquet Gardens; the opening of new student recreation centers; the Internet wiring and sprinkling 

of dorms; the widespread renovation of classrooms; a range of infrastructure projects; the lighting, 

signing, and beautification of this campus; and a number of important projects on each regional campus.

But the last several weeks have been especially notable because they have marked the culmination

of the most extraordinary period of Pittsburgh-area construction in our long history. Just think for a moment

about the buildings that have been dedicated in the few months since this body last met.



WE BEGAN IN MIDSUMMER WITH THE FIRST PUBLIC UNVEILING 
OF THE NEW PETERSEN EVENTS CENTER. 



PETERSEN 

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  P I T T S B U R G H

This 300,000-square-foot facility—which some, justifiably, feared

might never be built—was generously supported both by John and

Gertrude Petersen and by the Commonwealth. The Petersen Center 

is the new home for men’s and women’s basketball, as well as a new

center of student life. In addition to the finest collegiate basketball

arena on any campus in the country, it includes the soon-to-be-opened

McCarl Hall of Champions, a team store, an attractive food court, 

and an outdoor plaza.

The first week of class, we dedicated the absolutely spectacular

Baierl Student Recreation Center—a facility providing students with

state-of-the-art fitness equipment such as treadmills, stationary bikes,

step machines, and weight-training equipment. The first day of its 

operation, students were pressing their noses to the glass before its

scheduled 7 a.m. opening, and by the middle of that afternoon literally

every piece of equipment was in use. And once the martial arts and

aerobics areas are completed—sometime after the first of the year—

student participation is expected to triple. 

Overall, the activities supported in the Baierl Center will become

the foundation for longer, healthier lives for tens of thousands of 

our students.

E V E N T S  C E N T E R



JUST ONE DAY LATER, WE OFFICIALLY DEDICATED 
OUR NEW SENNOTT SQUARE ACADEMIC CENTER, 

AT THE CORNER OF FORBES AVENUE AND BOUQUET STREET.



This beautiful—and “green”—new facility is home to the under-

graduate College of Business Administration, one of our most important

schools, and two of our most important arts and sciences departments:

computer science and psychology.

With more than 248,000 gross square feet of offices, labs, 

and classrooms—and 92 public parking spaces—this center is a beautiful,

energy-efficient addition to our campus and to the Forbes Avenue 

business district.

Among other features, it includes a $400,000 Eli Lilly videoconfer-

encing lab and state-of-the-art computer-based temperature and lighting

controls for energy efficiency. In addition, many “green” features have

been incorporated, such as the use of energy-saving lighting fixtures,

carpet made from recycled materials, and recycling stations.

Also exciting for both Pitt and the neighborhood is the street-

level retail space, which should help re-energize the Forbes Avenue

retail district.

SENNOTT

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  P I T T S B U R G H

S Q U A R E
ACADEM IC  CENTER



NEAR THE END OF SEPTEMBER, WE DEDICATED 
THE NEW 45,000-SQUARE-FOOT “GREEN DESIGN” SOUTH SIDE FACILITY 

FOR THE MCGOWAN INSTITUTE FOR REGENERATIVE MEDICINE.



MCGOWAN
I N S T I T U T E

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  P I T T S B U R G H

FOR   REGENERAT I VE  MED IC INE

Created by the University and the UPMC Health System, the

McGowan Institute was launched to capitalize on the potential of 

tissue engineering and other techniques aimed at repairing damaged

or diseased tissues and organs.

In constructing the facility, we took care that the building materials,

landscaping, energy systems, and other features were designed to be

ecologically responsible, to protect our natural resources, to conserve

energy, and to recycle construction waste into useful products.

And it will continue to contribute much more to the region.

Discoveries by institute scientists have already led to three spinoff 

companies, which will add jobs and revenue to the economy, and 

similar successes are expected in the future. And, most importantly,

the new facility will hasten the speed with which the institute advances

its primary mission: helping to ease human suffering, defeat disease,

and prolong and save lives.



IN EARLY OCTOBER, WE DEDICATED THE NEWLY RENOVATED 
LIBRARY RESOURCE FACILITY AT THOMAS BOULEVARD, 

WHICH HAD BEEN DESIGNED TO PROVIDE OUR LIBRARY SYSTEM WITH 
STATE-OF-THE-ART ARCHIVAL, STORAGE, AND RESTORATION FACILITIES.



This attractive facility is mammoth—among other things, with

shelves that are 30 feet high and with the capacity to house 

2.7 million volumes. It is a triumph of urban renewal—grounded in 

the conversion of undistinguished warehouse space into a 21st-century

library center.

And the facility is well-targeted—permitting us to address pent-up

needs for storage space, preservation facilities, and an archive service

center. We believe it is unique in higher education in bringing those

functions together “under one roof” in a single complex.

We know that a research university cannot be world class without

world-class library facilities. We also know that a research university’s

library system cannot be world class unless it has adequate space,

unless it employs cutting-edge technology, and unless it has the capacity

both to develop and to provide effective access to special collections

and to deal with such pressing problems as preservation.

The construction of this facility is a clear sign that the University 

of Pittsburgh has a firm commitment to move forward on each of

these fronts.

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  P I T T S B U R G H

LIBRARY
R E S O U R C E  FA C I L I T Y

AT THOMAS  BOULEVARD



MOST RECENTLY, WE HELPED DEDICATE 
A NEW FACILITY THAT WILL HAVE FAR-REACHING IMPACT 

ON COUNTLESS LIVES, BOTH HERE AND AROUND THE WORLD—

THE HILLMAN CANCER CENTER.



While constructing the Hillman Center was a UPMC project, 

fully half the space will be occupied by rent-paying Pitt researchers—

very often the same physician-scientists who are providing patient 

care in the clinical half of this revolutionary new building.

The availability of the advanced new labs in the Hillman Center will

make it possible for us to better support the work being done by existing

researchers, to recruit outstanding new talent to Pittsburgh, and to

expand our research portfolio into such promising areas of study as

DNA damage and repair and the role of viruses as a cause of cancer.

This new center will help strengthen the regional economy,

enhance the city’s image, add to the storehouse of human knowledge,

and, most important of all, advance the cause of human health.

HILLMAN

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  P I T T S B U R G H

C A N C E R  C E N T E R



WE HAVE COME A LONG WAY. 
WE HAVE SHARED MANY SATISFYING MOMENTS IN 

THE LAST SEVEN YEARS. AND, IF WE KEEP AT IT, 
WE ARE POSITIONED TO DELIVER ON 

OUR DEEP-FELT AND WELL-FOUNDED BELIEF THAT 
PITT’S VERY BEST DAYS ARE YET TO COME.

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  P I T T S B U R G H

We can get some sense of the impact of these projects when we remember that on Pitt game days

the Petersen Center will be home to 12,500 cheering fans. And Sennott Square will be home to one 

of our most important undergraduate schools, the College of Business Administration, which currently

enrolls close to 1,700 students, and two important departments—computer science and psychology—

which, combined, enroll some 20 percent of our arts and sciences and general studies undergraduates.

As noted, the Thomas Boulevard library facility has space for 2.7 million volumes—a staggering

resource for our faculty and students. And the Hillman Cancer Center estimates that it will serve some

200 patients a day, which means tens of thousands of patients confronting that dread disease will be

positively impacted there every year.

Viewed another way, these projects, brought on-line in the past four months, collectively cost nearly

$300 million, have added close to one million new square feet of space in support of our important

work, and created more than 2,000 construction jobs along the way.

And, as exciting as all of this is—we’re not done yet. Later in this meeting, the board will be asked

to act upon a recommendation from the property and facilities and budget committees that funding for

a new biomedical science tower be included in the capital budget for the coming year.* That facility will

house some 50 research groups and will help alleviate overcrowded lab space to better position the

University to capitalize on research funding and to advance biotechnology-based economic development

in the region.

But, as you know, we do not build for the sake of building. Instead, we are investing in facilities that

position us to become an even better University. Think, again, for just a moment, about the priorities

that have been advanced by the projects that I just described:

◆ We have constructed space to support educational programs that sit at the very core 

of our undergraduate and graduate offerings.

◆ We have constructed space to support pioneering research programs, including, 

as I have noted, programs that will advance the cause of human health.

◆ We have constructed space to enrich the overall student experience and position 

current students to develop habits that will lead to healthier lives.

◆ We have constructed space to support library services critical to the work 

of a major research university, in the process helping to address the problem 

of overcrowding in library facilities on this campus.

◆ We have constructed long-awaited space that is essential to the successful pursuit 

of our athletic goals.

◆ And, in the process, we have given a big boost to the regional economy.

*Funding for the new biomedical science tower was approved unanimously 
by the Board of Trustees later in the October 31, 2002 meeting.



 

Leader in Education
Pioneer in Research
Partner in Regional Development
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