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W
elcome Home!  We are thrilled that you are here for
this landmark event in the history of our University—the
University of Pittsburgh.

  When we invited you to join us for this very special weekend,
we promised to take you on a journey of discovery. And through
the activities to follow, you will have the opportunity to discover
many things: How extraordinarily far the University has come in
recent years.  The outstanding programs, projects, and people

to be found on all five of our campuses. The “new millennium talent” and “old-fashioned commit-
ment” of the students who are taking advantage of all that Pitt has to offer as a place to live, to
learn, and to grow. And how our educational, research, scholarly, and public service initiatives are
contributing to healthier, richer, more productive human lives—close to home and in far more
distant locations.

This afternoon, to begin all of these journeys of discovery, I invite you to take a short trip with
me, a trip in our imaginations. I first made this trip myself not long after I arrived at Pitt as a
young law professor, nearly a quarter of a century ago. And it is a trip I have made many times
since then. Most of you also have taken this journey before—whether you first were traveling as
a nervous freshman, as an eager new member of the faculty, or as an escorted VIP.

We begin by crossing Fifth Avenue and entering the Cathedral of Learning. We pass beneath
the soaring arches of the Commons Room and board an elevator.  It will take us to the top, where

we can look out.
The main elevator stops on the 36th floor. In looking for the

best vantage point, we soon discover that both the side halls and
the center offices afford a breathtaking view. In fact, it is a view
that seems to go on forever. It is a place from which each of us can
see the world.

And that is what the University of Pittsburgh, in so many im-
portant ways, has given to each of us: A place from which to see
the world, and a place from which to discover new worlds . . .
worlds both within and beyond ourselves. We have gathered this
weekend both to celebrate 213 years of opening windows on those

worlds and to think about discoveries yet to come.
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H ere at Pitt, those discoveries take many
forms. Through our great strengths in philosophy, for example, we

explore the farthest reaches of human thought. Through our interna-

tional programs, we seek higher levels of understanding in a shrinking,

but more complex, world. Through science, we probe the molecule, the

atom, the minuscule letters of the human genetic code, and the farthest curve of the universe.

We find ways to heal both bodies and minds, and ways to bring hope and help to society. And,

most basically, we give students a place to more fully discover and develop their own interests

and abilities, in the process preparing new generations of citizens, leaders...and fellow

“explorers” of all types.

Of course, long before
Chancellor Bowman pur-
sued his dream of a tall
building—a tower that
would “express the
heart and soul of edu-
cation”—the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh was
born as a place of dis-
covery.  When the Pitts-
burgh Academy was
founded in 1787, we
had no great Cathedral to
symbolize our important
work and its impact. Instead,
we began in a log cabin on what
was then the edge of the American
frontier.  But that cabin, too, was filled with
hope and ambition.

Our founder, Hugh Henry Brackenridge, en-
visioned the Academy as “a lite in the forested

wilderness,” bringing learning to
that pioneer society.
Together we can picture Bracken-
ridge, a young, ambitious at-
torney, crossing the Allegheny Moun-
tains . . . full of dreams of his own.
When he viewed the settlement at
the confluence of the Allegheny and
Monongahela rivers, he saw not just
what was, but what could be.

“This town must be a place

of great manufactory.

Indeed the greatest on

the continent, or in the

world,” he said.
    And he further envisioned
that this town of Pittsburgh
was “greatly to be chosen for

a seat of learning...A school at
this place...” would “produce

mathematicians, philosophers,
historians, and statesmen equal to

any in the confederacy.”
His reference to “the confederacy” re-

minds us that Brackenridge, the prophet, was
offering these predictions in the late 1700s.
Many decades later, the town of Pittsburgh grew
into a city and did become “a place of great
manufactory. Indeed, the greatest on the con-
tinent, or in the world.”  And consistent with
his companion prediction, the academy founded
by Brackenridge became a university that to-
day is one of the finest in the world. It is a
university whose own proud history now spans
parts of four centuries, and it is amazing to
think of all that has happened over that period
of time.

RIGHT:

HUGH HENRY

BRACKENRIDGE

A REPRESENTATION

OF THE ORIGINAL

SCHOOL HOUSE OF

THE ACADEMY
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THE WESTERN

PENNSYLVANIA

UNIVERSITY’S FIRST

FOOTBALL TEAM

THE FIRST BUILDING

OF THE UNIVERSITY,

THEN NAMED WEST-

ERN UNIVERSITY

OF PENNSYLVANIA,

IN DOWNTOWN

PITTSBURGHL egislation authorizing the creation of the
academy that became our University was  passed

in the same year that the United States Constitution was enacted. Since

then, the country itself has grown from a confederation of 13 former

colonies to a battle-tested union of 50 states. It has expanded from

the Eastern seaboard to the Pacific coast and beyond. And it has become the world’s

greatest power.

Pittsburgh, which began as a wilderness outpost, became a key to the war for control of the

continent, then emerged as a gateway to the West,  and later boomed as a mighty international

center of industrial power.  Today, it is forging a new identity, one that still celebrates its

manufacturing heritage but that also is more heavily grounded in new technologies.

And, of course, the University of Pittsburgh has changed, too. We moved from downtown

to the North Side to Oakland.  And today, our Pittsburgh campus extends from Oak-

land back to the “old” Allegheny Observatory in Riverview Park on the North Side, to

the University of Pittsburgh Applied Research Center in Harmarville, to the brand new

Duratz Athletic Complex in the UPMC Sports Performance Complex on the South

Side.  Next year, we will play football on the North Shore. When it comes to our

“Pittsburgh hub,” it really is true that “the City is our campus.”
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B ut we also have grown from one campus to
five—with a deeply rooted presence in Bradford and Greensburg

and Johnstown and Titusville, a presence that is important not just to

us but to each of those communities. And we have taken to the high

seas—as the only university in the world that provides the academic

programming for a shipboard university.

        We have expanded from a “bare-bones” curriculum that consisted of a handful of courses

in mathematics, English, and a few other subjects to an institution of higher learning that is home

to 17 schools and about the same number of major research centers. And we have been trans-

formed from a purely private university to one that is state-related, with the Commonwealth of

Pennsylvania being an important participant in our modern progress.

But even over the course of this vast history and through the processes of

such dramatic change, there have been constants to the character of

this institution. These include our overarching commitment to high

quality, our abiding respect for human ability, and our energetic

participation in the lives of our home communities. These charac-

teristics bridge the chapters of our history and are reflected in the

accomplishments of our students, in the work of our faculty and

staff, and in the achievements of our alumni.

THE CONSTRUCTION

OF THE CATHEDRAL

OF LEARNING,

CIRCA 1929
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T urning first to our students, which is itself another constant

in our institutional personality, think for a moment about the accomplishments

of Stella and Margaret Stein who, 105 years ago, were the first women

accepted as students here. At the time of their admission, then-Chancellor

William J. Holland declared that our University would thereafter be co-educa-

tional.  This was accurately described as “a momentous decision of extreme importance to the

higher education of Pittsburgh and the vicinity.”

To say that the Stein sisters “took” to academic life would be a major understatement.  They
graduated in 1898 with bachelor of arts degrees in the “Latin scientific” course, tied for first in
their class with identical grades. Margaret then went on to obtain a master of arts degree, the
first graduate degree awarded to a woman at this University.

But now think back, not to high academic achievement of the late 1800s, but to high aca-
demic achievement of the last academic year. Think about the clear institutional bridge between
Margaret and Stella Stein and Rebecca Hubbard—who, just a few months ago, became one of a
small number of students nationally to win a year 2000 Marshall Scholarship.

Rebecca, a biological sciences major with a perfect grade point average, is a Pennsyl-
vanian—showing that we continue to do a good job of developing “home-grown” talent, which is
particularly important for a state-related university.  She also is African-American, exemplifying
our overarching desire not only to recruit a diverse student body but to ensure that each of its
members is well positioned to develop his or her full potential.  Most simply put, we believe that
if we give our students the chance to be the best that they can be, some of them—like Rebecca
Hubbard—will become among the best that anyone can be.

SISTERS STELLA AND

MARGARET STEIN,

THE FIRST WOMEN

TO GRADUATE FROM

PITT, 1898

INSET: 2000 HONORS

COLLEGE GRADUATE

AND MARSHALL

SCHOLAR REBECCA

HUBBARD



A
nd, of course, student achievements over the
course of our history have taken many forms.
They extend from William Johnston, a student in the 1880s who was

the student newspaper editor, class valedictorian, and member of the

committee that selected blue and gold as Pitt’s official colors . . . to

Joan Snyder, a member of the Blue and Gold Society and current president of the Student Govern-

ment Board. They extend from John Woodruff, a Pitt freshman from Fayette County when he won

the gold medal in the 800-meter run in the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games . . . to Roger Kingdom,

who won back-to-back gold medals in the 110-meter high hurdles in Los Angeles and in Seoul five

decades later. And they extend from Marshall Goldberg, the star of the fabled “Dream Backfield”

and an All American in 1937 and 1938 . . . to Tony Dorsett, a four-time All American and winner

of the Heisman Trophy in 1976.

Our student athletes are guided in their development by teachers called coaches, and over

the years, Pitt has been blessed with some great ones. Individuals like “Pop” Warner and Jock

Sutherland and Johnny Majors developed reputations that made them “household names.”

Academically, our students are guided in their development by teachers

called professors.  Here, too, Pitt has been home to some great ones.  Cer-

tain members of that group may even have touched your lives, for as Henry

Adams once said, “A teacher touches eternity; he”—and today we should

add she—“can never tell where his influence stops.”
Today, we can only read about some of Pitt’s legendary teachers. To give one example,

“Uncle” Dan Carhart, a professor of engineering from the 1880s, was beloved, we are told by the
histories of that day, as a teacher who instilled in his students not only engineering, but “rever-
ence for the things in life that endure beyond bridges and roads.”

The impact of some of our greatest teachers is still felt in the lives of those whose institu-
tional memories are sufficiently long.  An example from that category would be the
much revered Ed Peterson, who taught from the 1920s through the 1960s and who
devised a new method of writing instruction that caused The Atlantic to refer to him
as “one of the best teachers of writing in the country.”

And literally hundreds of “teaching stars” continue to work among us—includ-
ing most of the 99 faculty members who have been honored as recipients of the
Chancellor’s Distinguished Teaching Award, since that special form of recognition
was created in 1984.

JOHN WOODRUFF,

1936 OLYMPIC

GOLD MEDAL

WINNER
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THE LANGLEY

UNMANNED FLYING

MACHINE

Of course, our faculty members—unlike those at many other col-

leges and universities—are expected not only to be teachers of what already

exists but also to be among the leading contributors to the advancement of

knowledge in their fields. Here, too, there is a clear bridge between the pio-

neers of the past and the cutting-edge researchers and scholars now pursu-

ing ambitious agendas in our labs and our libraries, as well as in the field.

If we were to construct a “Hall of Fame” for outstanding Pitt scholars and researchers from

the past, it would have to be a large facility. We will not undertake that project today, but let me

give just three examples of the kinds of people who almost certainly would be in it.

Samuel Pierpont Langley was a brilliant astronomer who first won international recognition in

the 1870s for his programs measuring distances to and between nearby stars. In 1896, Langley

sent two unmanned planes on flights over the Potomac River, each traveling 30 miles an hour

over a distance of more than one-half mile at an altitude of some 100 feet. This was a first-in-the-

world feat and paved the way for those who later flew machines carrying people.  Some measure

of the respect earned by Langley’s work is reflected in the fact that NASA has named major

facilities after him.

Reginald Fessenden, from our School of Engineering, advanced the then-controversial theory

that radio waves could transmit human speech. He then proved it on Christmas Eve of 1906, with

the transmission of Christmas carols and a violin solo—the first voice and music transmitted by

radio. One of his 1906 broadcasts was heard in Scotland, the first transatlantic broadcast of

voice. The inscription on his grave respectfully reads:

By His Genius
Distant Lands converse

and Men sail
Unafraid upon

the Deep
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A nd, of course, no list of Pitt superstars would
be complete without the name of Jonas Salk,
who led the team that developed the vaccine that won the war against
polio.  Earlier this year, the Association of American Universities—the
most prestigious group of research universities in the world—celebrated
its centennial by launching a campaign designed to promote the value
of university research. The three examples that the AAU chose to ad-

vance their case were American space exploration, the computer revolution, and the develop-
ment of the Salk polio vaccine.

All three can trace their roots to basic research at American universities. But two of the
three are almost timeless, already spanning decades and involving contributions from countless
universities.  The third, on the other hand, essentially occurred in one place—the building now
appropriately known as Salk Hall, right here on this campus.

These extraordinary individuals do, of course, have high-achieving descendants within the
University today. From a list that could be much longer, consider some of the current Pitt faculty
members who also are “all stars” in their own right:

EPIDEMIOLOGIST

KATHERINE DETRE,

RECIPIENT OF A

MAJOR NIH GRANT

FOR DIABETES

RESEARCH

POLIO VACCINE

PIONEER, JONAS

SALK, IN HIS

LABORATORY AT

PITT’S SCHOOL OF

MEDICINE

Katherine Detre, an internationally respected epidemiologist, who recently

was awarded a $52.2 million grant by the National Institutes of Health to evaluate

the best treatments for Type 2 diabetics—and there are 14 million of them in this

country—who also have heart disease; and

Adolph Grunbaum, who founded our Center for the Philosophy of Science and,

while building his own record of remarkable scholarship, began the process of talent

recruitment and development that catapulted Pitt into the top ranks for the study of

philosophy world-wide; and
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Peter Safar, whose work as the “father” of cardiopulmonary resuscitation, more commonly
known as CPR, and as the founder of the science of critical care medicine, has saved millions of
lives; and, of course,

Thomas Starzl, the world’s most respected transplant surgeon, the world’s most prolific
scholar in the broad field of clinical medicine, and the person recently placed 213th in a ranking
of the 1,000 individuals who have had the greatest impact on the world in the last 1,000 years.
I honestly find it hard to believe that I know and work with someone who would be included
anywhere on such a list!

Cyril Hazard, a Pitt astrophysicist who discovered quasars—phenomenally bright and solar-

system-sized objects that may yield secrets regarding the origin of the universe and who, for the

last 40 years, has regularly advanced the record for the most distant objects observed by hu-

mans; and

Lauren Resnick, whose pioneering work has added significantly to our understandings of

how children learn and who is applying that work, through our Learning Research and Develop-

ment Center, to improve student performance in school systems from New York to Pittsburgh to

San Diego; and

INTERNATIONALLY

RENOWNED

TRANSPLANT

SURGEON, THOMAS

STARZL



O f course, as amazing as they are, in a sense,
the accomplishments of our faculty are
matched by the collective contributions of
our alumni. There are, after all, some 200,000 Pitt graduates

out there in the world doing good things of all types right now.  And
when it comes to alumni of impact there also are important bridges over time, and much of
which we can be proud. Think, for example, about young Thomas Mellon, the farmer’s
son—who, in 1834, walked 20 miles to enroll in the Western University of Pennsylvania, as we
then were known, because it met his needs in terms of “time, thoroughness and expense.” That
young student went on to found Mellon Bank.

And when thinking about Thomas Mellon, fast forward to Thomas Usher—who, in the 1960s,
and after a much shorter walk, began the process that ultimately would result in his earning
three Pitt degrees.  Today, Tom Usher chairs USX, the corporation most closely associated with
the industrial might of Pittsburgh.

Or think about William Hunter Dammond, the first African-American

graduate of our University. Born and raised in the lower Hill District, he

won a college scholarship and was awarded his degree in civil engineering,

with honors, in 1893.  Among his employers was the Carnegie Illinois Com-

pany—which was then the major subsidiary of the United States Steel Cor-

poration, which Tom Usher now chairs.  Dammond’s career also included

stints as a professor and recognition as an inventor, with several

important patents to his credit.
And then think about William Strickland, who also grew up in Pittsburgh and

who was physically brought to our campus by one of his high school teachers in the
mid-1960s.  Today, he is the president and CEO of the Manchester Craftmen’s Guild
and the Bidwell Training Center, as well as the winner of both a MacArthur “Genius”
Award and a Grammy. He gives much credit to the University for “taking a chance on
him” back when he was a teenager.

Or think about William Wilkins, who served as secretary of war under President
Tyler in the 1840s, and his bridge to Dick Thornburgh, who not only was a distin-
guished two-term governor of Pennsylvania but served as attorney general under
President Bush.

MACARTHUR “GENIUS”

WILLIAM STRICKLAND,

CEO OF THE

MANCHESTER

CRAFTSMEN’S GUILD

THOMAS MELLON:

COURTESY OF THE UNIVERSITY

OF PITTSBURGH PRESS.
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O r think about the bridges from
Hugh Henry Brackenridge himself.
He was a member of the Pennsylvania General Assem-

bly—as were such distinguished alumni as former House

Speaker K. Leroy Irvis, and as are some 15 Pitt gradu-

ates now serving in the legislature in Harrisburg. Brackenridge also was a member of the Penn-

sylvania Supreme Court—as are Justice Ralph Cappy and Chief Justice John Flaherty. And, though

it is less well known, Brackenridge often is credited with writing the first American novel. In the

literary area of his broadly accomplished life, his University of Pittsburgh descendants would

include such current faculty members as Toi Dericotte and Lynn Emanuel and “Buddy” Nordan

and such alumni as Michael Chabon.

But most important to us, of course, is the role played by Brackenridge as our founder. There,
when we look back, we see his vision being advanced by such leaders as:

Robert Bruce, who in 1819 became the first principal of the Western University of Pennsylva-
nia, the formal successor to the Pittsburgh Academy. Our “university” then consisted of five
professors and 43 students.

Samuel McCormick, who at the turn of the 20th century moved the campus to Oakland,
changed our name to the University of Pittsburgh, and—as one path to national recognition,
raised $2,000 to start a football team, thus beginning a great Pitt tradition.

And, of course, we all saw the dream of Brackenridge extended through the work of Wesley
Posvar, who helped liquidate a multimillion dollar debt, nurtured our new “public university” rela-
tionship with the Commonwealth, doubled Pitt’s enrollment, established many new programs,
and built eight new buildings—one of which now bears his name.

When we think about these talented and committed people—students,

faculty, alumni, friends, and administrative leaders—who have contributed

to our University’s advancement over the course of so many years and in so

many different ways, those of us who now are responsible for
the institution’s development know that we have an
almost sacred responsibility to build effectively on
what they have given us. And we have publicly de-
clared our intention to do so.

FORMER SPEAKER OF

THE PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE OF REPRE-

SENTATIVES,

K. LEROY IRVIS

MICHAEL CHABON,

AUTHOR OF THE

MYSTERIES OF

PITTSBURGH AND

WONDER BOYS
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M ost tellingly, on February 24 of this year, the Board of Trustees of

the University of Pittsburgh formally, publicly, and unanimously

adopted a resolution asserting that: “By aggressively

supporting the advancement of Pitt’s academic mission, we will

clearly and consistently demonstrate that this is one of the fin-

est and most productive universities in the world.”

That is a bold, inspiring, and absolutely unequivocal statement.

“By aggressively supporting the advancement of Pitt’s academic mission, we

will clearly and consistently demonstrate that this is one of the finest and

most productive universities in the world.”

To achieve that ambitious objective, the resolution goes on to note, “the University must
strengthen its already enviable position as one of America’s most respected providers of high
quality undergraduate education . . . enhance existing strengths in graduate and professional
education . . . and increase the scope, quality, and visibility of its exceptional research program.”

I already noted that this is a bold and inspiring statement of institutional ambition.  Some
who do not know us well might say that it also is a bit presumptuous. How often, after all, do we
hear anyone declare that they want to be among the best in the world?  And when such
ambitions are expressed, perhaps it is fair to ask:  “On what basis do they think they can reach
so high?”

In the case of the University of Pittsburgh, one part of our answer is the history just
described. In a sense, everything in our 213-year history has been moving us toward the highest
levels of quality. Ours is a history of progress. And the exceptional momentum built during the
last five years gives special substance to our shared belief that even higher levels of quality
are within our reach. In short, as we look at our University today, we see an institution
characterized by enviable achievement, by rapidly accelerating momentum, and by almost
boundless opportunity.
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Some of the inspiring progress of the recent
past is physical and can be observed by any-
one passing through Oakland or wandering
on any of our other campuses.
     Consider all of the construction activity on the upper campus that

soon will produce the John and Gertrude Petersen Events Center—a facility that will be the new
home to our men’s and women’s basketball teams and that is destined to become a hub of
student activity with its recreation center and other amenities. Consider the huge hole on Forbes
Avenue that is the site of our new academic center—a home-in-the-making for our undergraduate
business college and departments of computer science and psychology.  Consider the new apart-
ment-style residence halls just behind that site, which already are up and occupied by some
500 students.

Consider, too, the new Duratz Athletic Complex on the South Side. Consider our new Broadhurst
Science Center in Titusville, our new Blackington Hall in Johnstown, our new academic villages in
Greensburg, and the extensive dormitory and classroom renovations recently completed in Bradford.

And, obviously, consider the magnificent job of restoration done on [the Masonic Temple].
Not too long ago, this building was being dismissed as a “white elephant” by a lot of knowledge-
able people. Today, one of our biggest problems is scheduling the ceremonies to collect all of the
awards that people want to give us for the exceptional job that was done here.

Some of our recent progress is easily quantified and can be expressed in

statistical terms. Looking again at the last five years, we know, for example,

that the research dollars we are importing into this region have increased by

almost 50 percent. We know that undergraduate applications to the Oak-

land campus have increased by more than 70 percent. And we know that

private voluntary support has shot up by well over 100 percent. And making

the trend line even more compelling is the fact that, in that five-year period

of exceptional progress, the very best year was the last year. Our momen-

tum, in short, is still building.

THE JOHN AND

GERTRUDE PETER-

SEN EVENTS

CENTER
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W hat we also know is that those
compelling numbers just begin to
scratch the surface of a very happy
story. The much larger numbers of student applications

are producing a much better qualified student body and are

producing even higher levels of student achievement. The much higher levels of research fund-

ing are supporting larger numbers of high impact projects, benefiting the lives of people in

Western Pennsylvania and beyond. And, of course, the increasing generosity of private donors is

better positioning us in almost every way: enabling us to award more scholarships and fellow-

ships to talented and deserving students; to fund more chairs for particularly distinguished

members of the faculty; to provide higher levels of support for important academic programs;

and to meet our capital projects and technology needs.

In human terms, the best sense of our progress may be captured in news of

the special victories that have emerged in recent months. Consider, for ex-

ample, the grant won by Dr. Detre, which was announced late last winter.

The level of support—more than $50 million—is astounding. The work to

be supported, which is designed to advance the cause of human health, could

not be more noble. And the project puts Pittsburgh and Pitt at the center of

an important national undertaking, which is just where we ought to be.
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C onsider the fact that, just last
spring, each of our four area
studies programs was competi-
tively redesignated a national
resource center by the United

States Department of Education. We live in a time when everyone is increas-

ingly aware of the critical importance of enhanced global understandings. And we live in a time

when our home region is seeking to elevate, and reap greater benefit from, its international

connections.  The competitive redesignation of these Pitt programs as national resource centers

is a public declaration, made after a painstaking review process, that when it comes to Asian

Studies or Latin American Studies or Russian and East European Studies or West European

Studies, the programs here are among the very best that the country has to offer.

Consider the late-summer news that the Pittsburgh Supercomputing Cen-

ter (PSC)—a partnership of Pitt and CMU and Westinghouse—had won

the National Science Foundation’s terascale computing competition and

would be receiving $45 million in support to operate the most powerful

nonmilitary computer in the world. This was almost a “Lazarus rising from

the dead” story. Just three years ago, when NSF priorities changed and we

lost our basic funding, the very existence of the Pittsburgh Supercomputing

Center was in doubt.

With this grant, we are back . . . and back in a very big way. This new machine will be capable

of performing up to six trillion calculations per second—which means that every

man, woman, and child on earth would have to simultaneously perform 1,000

calculations per second to match its peak speed. It will give scientists in such

disciplines as physics, chemistry, biology, energy research, and materials science,

just to name a few, access to a level of computational support that they have never

before enjoyed.
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E arlier this month, the National Institutes of
Health announced that it was awarding the
PSC a grant of more than $8 million to
support some of its most important projects.
This is just one very early sign that, as a result of this grant,

the best scientific minds in the country will be looking to Pittsburgh for help in advancing

their important work.

And consider, if you will, the news being generated by our football team this fall. I make that

suggestion obviously understanding that there are ways in which five football wins do not quite
belong in the company of some of the other victories I have described. But, in other ways, those
wins are important.

They are important because they reflect our belief that if we are going to do something,
whether it is football or physics, we ought to do it well. And they are important because, like so
many of our other triumphs, those wins were victories of the spirit.

I first felt the spirit of Pitt’s “campus community”—and by that I mean the people who are

here living and learning and working, day-in and day-out—when I arrived as a young, new faculty

member in the summer of 1977. I pulled into town in a U-Haul truck—a visiting assistant profes-

sor, which is among the lower forms of academic life, with a nine-month contract and no expecta-

tion that my stay would be longer than that. But what I found within my school, the School of Law,

were caring and accomplished mentors, a cadre of talented and ambitious peers, and students

who were eager to learn and willing to work. That is a pretty unbeatable combination, and so,

when I was invited to stay on a more permanent basis, I enthusiastically accepted.

My sense of Pitt’s human spirit obviously has extended beyond that one school

as my own responsibilities have become more expansive. I now

see that spirit in the work of students and faculty and staff in every

corner of the institution. It is a spirit that continues to inspire

and energize me.  And it is a spirit that is growing stronger, day

by day.
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P erhaps, to briefly underscore my point, we
should take a quick look back at that short
list of highly accomplished faculty members
that I earlier shared with you. I began by highlighting

Katherine Detre’s extraordinary National Institutes of Health grant, and

most of the others on that list also have benefited  from government support.  But, beyond that,

both Adolph Grunbaum and Cyril Hazard are Mellon Professors whose work has been advanced

by the endowments supporting their chairs. The Center for Philosophy of Science, which Profes-

sor Grunbaum founded, has been endowed by Harvey Wagner, a successful and grateful former
student of his. Lauren Resnick’s work has been supported by a “Who’s Who” of local and na-
tional foundations —the Heinz Endowments, the Pew Charitable Trusts, and the Lila and DeWitt
Wallace Reader’s Digest Foundations, among them. And, without having researched the many
other sources of support attracted by their work, I know that Professors Safar and Starzl even
have received funding from international foundations, because I have participated in events
celebrating such contributions.

As my own portfolio of responsibilities
has changed, I also have seen, in
the clearest possible terms, that
the spirit of Pitt extends far be-
yond its “full-time campus
community.”  I saw that first
in the alumni of the School
of Law—who were, as a
group, both wonderfully
supportive of me as a pro-
fessor and as dean and
also very proud of their
school and dedicated to its
advancement.

And I saw that spirit take
special forms as I came to know
that school’s most committed sup-
porters and closest friends. As a young
dean, I learned, in particular, from that very
special family consisting of George and
Emmaline and Yolanda Barco and Helene and
Jim Duratz. When George and Yolanda worked
with me to create an endowment for the Law
School library, I saw the spirit of human gener-
osity at work in a way that I had never seen it

before.  And once that endowment was
in place, I saw the impact of that

generosity on the education of
students, on the scholarship

of faculty members, and on
the work done by practic-
ing professionals on be-
half of their clients.

As time went on, of
course, I also saw the
broader impact of “Barco-
Duratz generosity”—in the

Athletic Department and in
the School of Health and Re-

habilitation Sciences and on
our Titusville campus.  And as

my connections expanded to other
University programs and benefactors, I

saw what a difference private support has
made to the education of exceptional students,
to the advancement of exceptional programs,
and to the progress of exceptional faculty
members.
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I n short, the very best work by our very best faculty
members never would have been possible without
private support. And the education of some of our very best students

who, in turn, become some of our very best alumni, would not have been possible

without private support. Of course, neither would the imaginary journey that we have

been taking together today.

I say that because the Cathedral of Learning—whose highest floors we now occupy, at least in
our collective imagination—is not only a landmark building. The Cathedral of Learning is a land-
mark building that never would have been constructed without a landmark fundraising campaign.

In “Pittsburgh lore,” that campaign probably is best known for the 97,000 certificates issued
to individual school children. Each of them had contributed a dime, and on that basis was de-
clared to be an official “Builder of the Cathedral of Learning.” Of course, even 97,000 dimes did
not make much of a dent in the overall construction costs. And there are varying accounts as to
how much money actually was raised through that campaign, though the amount was somewhere
in the neighborhood of $10 million.

But today, all we really need to know is that the Cathedral of Learning was built because of
that campaign.  It is hard to imagine the University of Pittsburgh without it. It is just as hard to
imagine that we would let ourselves miss out on some of the opportunities for “institution build-
ing” that exist today.

We leave our lofty “Cathedral perch,” then, grateful for the foresight of those earlier donors,

whose generosity made our journey possible. As we ride the elevator back down to the Commons

Room, let me remind you of the words of Chancellor Bowman, describing his aspirations for the

Cathedral, and for the University: “They shall find wisdom here, and faith. In steel

and stone, in character and thought, they shall find beauty, adventure, and

moments of high victory.”
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And as we leave the elevator and pass through the iron gates,
we can look back and see the words of Robert Bridges, pre-
served in the art of Samuel Yellin:

“Here is eternal spring; for you the
very stars of heaven are new.”

A university is a place of eternal spring — and, here at the
University of Pittsburgh, we are in the midst of a particu-
larly promising springtime. The rain has fallen, the sun is
now shining, and the soil is dark and rich.  New and beau-
tiful things are beginning to blossom.

Those things include eager young minds, cutting-edge
research, programs of excellence and outreach of impact.
They include, in short, all of the things for which one might
hope from an already strong University on the verge of even
more bountiful days. We are very glad that you are here to
learn more about our existing strengths today, and we look
forward to sharing the joys of tomorrow’s harvests with each
of you.
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