
We all are judged by the  
company we keep, and in 2013, the  
University of Pittsburgh  
continues to move forward  
in very distinguished company.



In the last eight years, Pitt is one of only three public universities to have at least four of its undergraduate 

students named a Rhodes scholar:

Georgia              North Carolina         PITT  
   

That is great company, and it reflects Pitt’s strong record of  

educating students who earn the most prestigious forms of  

national and international recognition. Since 1995, in fact,  

Pitt undergraduates have won four Rhodes Scholarships,  

six Marshall Scholarships, five Truman Scholarships, seven Udall 

Scholarships, one Gates Cambridge Scholarship, one Churchill 

Scholarship, and 41 Goldwater Scholarships—among the very 

highest honors available to American undergraduate students for 

academic achievement.

Also as important is the recognition that Pitt graduates have won for the quality and impact of their lives’ 

work. In recent years, to give just a few examples, alumni of the University of Pittsburgh have won the 

Nobel Peace Prize, Nobel Prize in Medicine, Pulitzer Prize for fiction, MacArthur Fellowship, National Book 

Award for Poetry, Shaw Prize in medicine, Albany Prize in medicine, Fritz Medal in engineering, Templeton 

Prize, Grainger Challenge Prize for sustainability, and National Medal of Science.

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h

Keeping Great Company  
By Developing High-Achieving Students and Alumni

2006 Rhodes Scholar Justin Chalker 
majored in chemistry and in the history 
and philosophy of science. He also was 
a 2005 Goldwater scholar.

Pitt graduate Herb Boyer is 
widely acclaimed for his  
pioneering work as a genetic 
researcher and a biotech-
nology entrepreneur. Boyer 
founded Genentech, Inc., 
America’s first major biotech-
nology company. He and his 
principal research partner are 
the only two individuals in 
history to have been awarded 
both the National Medal of 
Science and the National 
Medal of Technology and  
Innovation. He also has  
received the Shaw Prize and  
the Albany Prize in medicine. 

In four of the past six years, Pitt has been ranked in the very top cluster of 

U.S. public research universities, according to The Top American Research 

Universities annual report issued by The Center for Measuring University Performance.  

Over that six-year period, only nine universities have been ranked in that top cluster:

Berkeley Michigan PITT
Florida North Carolina UCLA

Illinois Ohio State Wisconsin 

Keeping Great Company  
By Building Institution-wide Strength

W e  a l l  a r e  j u d g e d  b y  t h e  c o m p a n y  w e  k e e p

That is great company, and the ranking is based on 

nine objective measures of institutional strength.  

Taken together, these measures confirm that Pitt is 

performing at the highest levels in areas central to its 

mission. In addition, for the eighth consecutive time, 

Pitt ranks as the top value in Pennsylvania in The  

Kiplinger 100: Best Values in Public Colleges. The 

2012–13 nationwide ranking of four-year schools  

combines outstanding education with economic value.

2007 Rhodes Scholar Daniel Armanios 
received degrees in mechanical engi-
neering and political science. He also 
was a 2004 Goldwater scholar and a 
2005 Truman scholar.

2010 Rhodes Scholar Eleanor Ott 
received degrees in history, French, and 
chemistry from Pitt in April 2009. She 
also was a 2008 Truman scholar.

2012 Rhodes Scholar Cory Rodgers 
majored in Africana studies, the history 
and philosophy of science, and biologi-
cal sciences with a minor in chemistry.



In research, Pitt ranks fifth nationally in federally financed research and development expenditures  

according to the National Science Foundation: 

 

That is great company, and it is a clear sign that Pitt is building 
on its proud past, a legacy that includes developing the vaccine 

that won this nation’s war against polio as well as many of the 
surgical techniques and drug therapies that have made human 
organ transplantation a treatment option that is available around 
the world. In 2012, Thomas Starzl, pictured below, received the 
Lasker-DeBakey Clinical Medical Research Award and faculty 
members Michael Boninger and Jennifer Grandis were elected 
to the prestigious Institute of Medicine.

Adding new knowledge for the benefit of humankind is a critical 
part of the Pitt mission. Pitt’s unusually strong research culture 
also adds richness to the learning experiences available to  
students at all levels, including undergraduates. 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h

Keeping Great Company  
By Supporting Pioneering Research

Keeping Great Company  
By Leading in International Studies

In 1955, the polio vaccine 
developed by Jonas Salk 
and his team of Pitt research-
ers was declared to be “safe, 
effective, and potent.” This 
has been hailed as one of the 
great achievements of the 20th 
century. Newsweek reported: 
“It was a summit moment in 
history. None before it in the 
field of medicine ever received 
such dramatic affirmation, 
instant public comprehension, 
and official blessing.”

Thomas Starzl, University of 
Pittsburgh Distinguished  
Service Professor of Surgery,  
performed the world’s first 
liver transplant. He received 
the National Medal of Science, 
this country’s highest scientific 
honor, in 2006 and the Lasker-
DeBakey Clinical Medical 
Research Award in 2012. He 
was honored for his pioneering 
work in liver transplantation 
and his discoveries in immuno-
suppressive medication that 
advanced the field of  
organ transplantation.

In 2004, Pitt alumnus Wangari 
Muta Maathai received the 
Nobel Peace Prize for her  
efforts to promote democracy, 
women’s rights, and environ-
mentalism in Kenya. In  
returning to campus in fall 
2006, she stated, “I feel as 
though I am back home.  
I am deeply grateful for the  
gift this institution gave me.  
I felt I was prepared to go 
forth, ready to serve the 
world.”

Then Russian Federation President 
Dmitry Medvedev visited campus 
in 2009 to deliver an address 
followed by an open question-and-
answer session with Pitt students, 
during which many questions were 
asked in fluent Russian. During his 
address, Medvedev stated,  
“I have found it a very pleasant 
and interesting experience to 
come here and see your university, 
known for its traditions; the out-
standing figures it has produced; 
and, of course, your teachers. And 
I am sure that it will have further 
achievements to its name.”

Pitt researchers Yuan Chang and Patrick Moore are 
recipients of the Charles S. Mott Prize, widely regarded 
as the highest honor for cancer researchers.

W e  a l l  a r e  j u d g e d  b y  t h e  c o m p a n y  w e  k e e p

Pitt is home to one of just 11 European Union Centers of Excellence in the United States funded by the 

European Commission:

Three of the component centers in Pitt’s University Center for 
International Studies—the Center for Latin American Studies, 
Center for Russian and East European Studies, and Global 
Studies Center—are designated by the federal government as 
National Resource Centers and are thus among the top centers 
of this kind in the nation. 

The University continues to host great company with distinguished 
international leaders visiting campus. In 2009, on what was a historic 
day in Pitt history, both European Commission President José  
Manuel Barroso and then Russian Federation President Dmitry  
Medvedev were on campus to deliver addresses and take questions 
from students. Medvedev also visited the Russian Classroom, one  
of the 29 working classrooms that make up the Nationality Rooms  

 that symbolize Pitt’s deep commitment to global education.

European Commission President José Manuel  
Barroso has visited Pitt’s campus twice. His second 
visit was during the G-20 Summit held in Pittsburgh  
in September 2009.
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In terms of community commitments, Pitt was named one of the nation’s top five universities, and the  

top public university, in the 2009 edition of Saviors of Our Cities: A Survey of Best College and University 

Civic Partnerships, an elite group that includes:

Penn  USC  PITT Dayton Indiana-Purdue

That is great company, and, according to the report, it reflects the fact 

that these “Best Neighbors,” as the cited universities and colleges are 

called, have “demonstrated and documented long-standing coop-

erative efforts with community leaders to rehabilitate the cities around 

them; to influence community revitalization and cultural renewal; and to 

encourage economic expansion of the local economy, urban develop-

ment, and community service.” Pitt serves as a vital economic engine 

in its home region. Through its research program alone last year, the 

University imported nearly $800 million into the region, and those research dollars support thousands of local 

jobs while also generating the ideas upon which the economy of the future will be built.

Speaking more broadly, Pitt adds vibrancy to each of its home communities—Pittsburgh, Bradford, 

Greensburg, Johnstown, and Titusville—and provides a range of opportunities for educational, cultural, 

and recreational enrichment. All of this contributes to Pitt’s being ranked as one of the country’s top  

10 universities for “happiest students.”

In intercollegiate athletics, Pitt competes at the highest levels across a broad range of sports. Over the last 

12 years, the Pitt men’s basketball team has been among the nation’s leaders in winning percentage:

Kansas         Duke         Memphis          Gonzaga        PITT           

Individually, Pitt student-athletes annually earn All-America and Academic All-America honors while  

continuing to graduate and achieve in the classroom at unprecedented levels. During 2011-12,  

126 Pitt student-athletes earned grade point averages between 3.0 and 3.49, 182 earned grade point 

averages between 3.5 and 3.99, and 20 student-athletes achieved a perfect 4.0 grade point average.

Pitt’s intercollegiate athletics programs provide all students with the 

chance to attend and experience major college sports. Whether they 

are cheering on the Panther football team at Heinz Field—the football 

home that the University shares with the Pittsburgh Steelers—or being 

part of the Oakland Zoo at Panther basketball games, Pitt fans play a 

huge role in the University’s winning sports tradition and history. In  

addition to varsity sports, nearly 6,000 students participate annually in  

intramural sports programs, from soccer to volleyball to ultimate Frisbee, proving that the University  

provides opportunities for exercising the body as well as the mind. 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h

Keeping Great Company  
By Contributing to Our Home Communities

Keeping Great Company  
By Competing On and Off the Field

Each year, the University 
spends more than $1.7  
billion in the community and 
supports nearly 33,800 jobs 
in Allegheny County. Its  
students spend more than 
$389 million on goods, ser-
vices, and rental payments. 
The nearly $800 million in 
sponsored research that the 
University brings to Western 
Pennsylvania creates more 
than 28,800 jobs.  

During the 2011-12 academic 
year, Pitt students, pictured 
here participating in an  
Alternative Break trip with 
Habitat for Humanity, devoted 
more than 51,000 hours of 
volunteer service to the  
community on such projects as 
Jumpstart Pittsburgh, America 
Reads Challenge, Pitt Make A  
Difference Day, and Alternative 
Break, while members of Pitt's 
Greek community have  
committed to a three-year 
$300,000 pledge to the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation, already 
raising $70,000 in the spring 
of 2012.

A two-time Pitt scholar-
athlete honoree majoring in 
social sciences, Holly Ste-
vens will finish her career as 
one of the most productive 
players in the history of the 
Pitt softball program. Enter-
ing her senior year, Stevens 
already holds the Pitt career 
record for home runs (27) and 
is a highly viable candidate 
for Big East Player of the Year 
honors  
in 2013.  

A four-time Big East All-Academic 
Football Team honoree, Mike 
Shanahan earned his bachelor's 
degree in history in 2012 and is 
currently pursuing a master’s  
degree in Pitt’s School of  
Education. Named All-Big East at 
wide receiver his senior year, he 
finished his college career as one 
of the top five pass catchers in  
Pitt history.  

W e  a l l  a r e  j u d g e d  b y  t h e  c o m p a n y  w e  k e e p
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