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On February 28, 1787, the 

Pittsburgh Academy 
was chartered. The institution’s  

first classes were held in a log cabin 

on the American frontier.  

On February 18, 1819,  

the Pennsylvania legislature  

rechartered the institution as the  

Western University of Pennsylvania.  
in 1830, the University moved to  

Third Street in downtown Pittsburgh.

In 1908, the

Western University of Pennsylvania 

changed its name to the 

University of Pittsburgh
and moved to the city’s Oakland neighborhood.

in 1937, the neo-Gothic Cathedral of Learning,  

a majestic architectural treasure that is  

the signature landmark of the University, 

was dedicated.



In mid-June 2012, the National Research Council released  

a Congressionally requested report. It is entitled Research  

Universities and the Future of America and was written by a  

22-person blue-ribbon committee chaired by the former  

CEO of DuPont.

The introductory pages of that document are so rich in relevant 

material that, if we had the time, I would just read several pages,  

in their entirety, to you. Instead, let me share some briefer  

excerpts. This is how the report begins:

America is driven by innovation—advances in ideas, 

products, and processes that create new industries and 

jobs, contribute to our nation’s health and security,  

and support a high standard of living. In the past 

half-century, innovation itself has been increasingly 

driven by educated people and the knowledge they 

produce. Our nation’s primary source of both new 

knowledge and graduates with advanced skills  

continues to be our research universities.

However, these institutions now face  

an array of challenges, from unstable 

revenue streams and antiquated  

policies and practices to increasing 

competition from universities 

abroad. It is essential that we as a 

nation reaffirm and revitalize the 

unique partnership that has long 

existed among research universities, the federal  

government, the states, and philanthropy, and 

strengthen its links with business and industry.  

In doing so, we will encourage the innovation that 

leads to high-quality jobs, increased incomes, and 

security, health, and prosperity for our nation.

Those are powerful words, and they frame a consistent theme.  

In the very next paragraph, in fact, the report refers to research 

universities as “a major national asset—perhaps even its most 

potent one.” The authors then go on to list some specific advances 

that can be attributed to this potent national asset: “Lasers, radar, 

synthetic insulin, blood thinners, magnetic resonance imaging, 

computers, and rocket fuel are among the countless innovations  

in which university research has played an essential role.”

Challenging Times

This is the printed version of the report delivered by Chancellor Mark A. Nordenberg 
at the June 22, 2012, Annual Meeting of the University of Pittsburgh Board of Trustees.
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In 2012, the original  

1787 Charter of the  

University of Pittsburgh,  

a 225-year-old document,  

was restored by the  

Preservation Department

of the University Library  

System at Pitt.
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This fiscal year, we have been 

faced with two state funding  

challenges. One has been coping 

with reductions imposed for the  

current fiscal year. Remember that the 

original state budget cut our basic appropriations by 22 percent, or 

about $40 million. Then, in the fall, 50 percent of our capital projects 

support, or another $20 million, was taken from us, and in January, 

we were directed to place an additional 5 percent, or $7 million, into 

“budgetary reserve.” That totals $67 million in reductions to state 

support in the current fiscal year. 

But the bad news continued when the governor proposed an 

additional set of deep and disproportionate cuts for the next fiscal 

year, which begins in less than 10 days [July 1]. Much of our energy 

during the past few months, then, has been invested in advocating 

against these cuts.

Between budget cuts and bomb threats, it would be easy to charac-

terize this year as a time of major problems for Pitt. That would  

not be inaccurate, but if we stopped there, we would miss a very 

important point. Even in the face of those 

challenges, the “people of Pitt” 

were able to maintain our  

momentum by crafting 

another year of remarkable 

accomplishments. Let me 

provide just some of  

the highlights.  F

  Panayotis G. Katsoyannis
 in a Pitt research lab, 
circa 1964
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Some of you may recall that when the Association of American 

Universities (AAU) celebrated its centennial, it highlighted three 

advances illustrating the profound impact of a century of university 

research. Its choices were space exploration, the computer revo-

lution, and the Salk polio vaccine—which won this country’s war 

against that dread disease and was developed by a Pitt faculty team 

on this very campus. That listing, by a group as distinguished as the 

AAU, was a source of special pride for our University.

So is the National Research Council’s (NRC) list. It was a team led by 

Pitt professor Panayotis Katsoyannis that first synthesized insulin in 

labs on this campus. And building on work begun during his days 

as a graduate student here, Pitt alumnus Paul Lauterbur played a key 

role in developing the science upon which magnetic resonance  

imaging (MRI) was built—work for which he was awarded the 

Nobel Prize in Medicine.

On the AAU’s centennial list, then, Pitt could claim one of three 

highlighted advances, and from the NRC’s list, Pitt is closely linked 

to two of seven. Given all of the research triumphs from which these 

entries were chosen, that level of Pitt connection is remarkable.

After laying that inspiring foundation, though, the National  

Research Council creates a different kind of list by cataloging the 

critical challenges facing America’s research universities today. 

Though we are affected by them all, we know one particularly well. 

As stated in the report, “State funding for higher education, already 

eroding in real terms for more than two decades, has been cut  

further during the recent recession.”

Jonas Salk (left) and colleague Julius  Youngner
  in a Pitt research lab, circa 1950

  Paul Lauterbur (A&S ’62G, left)  
 receives the Nobel Prize in Medicine,  
December 10, 2003.
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We opened the year in the very good company of our best- 

credentialed freshmen class ever, drawn from the largest applicant 

pool in our history. The contrast—going back to 1995, when the 

most senior among us began working together—is stark. In 1995, 

we had 7,825 applicants; this past year, we had 23,409 applicants. 

In 1995, the average SAT score for the incoming class was 1110;  

for this year’s entering class, it was 1280. In 1995, 19 percent of  

the entering class ranked in the top 10 percent of their high school 

graduating classes; by this year, that number had climbed to  

53 percent. 

Inspiring Students

S
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The Western University of 

Pennsylvania Class of 1888 

is pictured here in 1884. 

Chancellor Milton B. Goff  

is standing left. Professor 

Paul F. Rohrbacker is  

seated front and center.
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• �Three graduating seniors and three Pitt graduate students were 

awarded National Science Foundation Graduate Research 

Fellowships, the oldest graduate fellowships of their kind, with 

a long history of selecting recipients who achieve high levels of 

success in their future academic and professional careers.

• �Pitt once again was recognized as one of the country’s top  

producers of Fulbright awards, with 14 Pitt students—nine  

undergraduates and five graduate students—successfully  

competing for this honor jointly awarded by the U.S. Department 

of State and the Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board; 

• �And among many other high honors, our students claimed a 

Udall Scholarship; a Woodrow Wilson-Rockefeller Brothers 

Fund Teaching Fellowship, one of just 25 awarded nationally; a 

Humanity in Action Fellowship, for the seventh consecutive year; 

and two German Academic Exchange Service awards for study 

or research in Germany.

When it comes to education, our mission is to give all of  

our students the chance to be the best that they can be in  

everything that they do. If we do that job well, then some of  

our best will become among the best that anyone can be.  

This remarkable record of student accomplishment reflects  

the exceptional levels of learning and growth that are occurring  

in this institution and suggests that we are advancing that  

critical mission very effectively.  F

We welcomed close to 4,000 new students and their family  

members at our Freshman Convocation, and then everyone got  

to work building a continuing record of distinction. 

•  �In the fall, to give one shining example, Cory Rodgers—a 

first-generation university student from Somerset, Pa.—became 

one of just 32 students nationally to be named a 2012 Rhodes 

Scholar. He is our fourth Rhodes Scholar since 2005—a record 

equaled by only one other public university, the University of 

North Carolina.

• �This spring, three Pitt students were selected to receive  

Goldwater Scholarships, the highest honor available to  

American undergraduates studying science, engineering, or 

math. No university can nominate more than four students for a 

Goldwater Scholarship, so to have three students actually selected 

is a real coup. And this brings our total of Goldwater Scholars 

since 1995 to 38, an average well in excess of two per year.

• �Three Pitt seniors, all from the Swanson School of Engineering, 

were among just 45 students nationally to receive 2012 Whitaker 

International Pre-Doctoral Fellowships, which are designed to 

bring international insights and experience to bioengineering.

Rhodes Scholar 
Cory Rodgers (A&S ’12)

Goldwater Scholars 
Naomi Latorraca (A&S), Paras S. Minhas (A&S), and Matthew A.B. Schaff (A&S)

Udall Scholar 
Keely McCaskie (A&S)

Woodrow  Wilson-Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
Teaching Fellow Christell Boyd-Abner (A&S ’12)

Humanity in Action Fellow 
Ryan Gayman (A&S ’12)

S
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The more professionally mature members of the “Pitt family”—

faculty and alumni—also continued to build a remarkable record 

of achievement and impact.

• �Very early in the academic year, we learned that two of just 22 

national recipients of what are commonly known as MacArthur 

Foundation “genius grants”—awarded for exceptional creativity 

and the promise for future accomplishments that will benefit 

human society—were claimed by “Pitt people.” One grant was 

awarded to Professor Elodie Ghedin, a parasitologist and virol-

ogist in our School of Medicine who studies the mechanisms 

employed by parasites to sicken and kill large numbers of people 

afflicted with dread infectious diseases. The other was awarded 

to Kevin Guskiewicz, who earned a graduate degree from our 

School of Education and is the Kenan Distinguished Professor 

and founding director of the Gfeller Sport-Related Traumatic 

Brain Injury Research Center at the University of North Carolina. 

High-achieving Faculty and Graduates
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Elodie Ghedin Kevin Guskiewicz (EDUC ’92G)
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Pitt’s Commencement  

exercises historically were 

held on the lawn between 

the Cathedral of Learning 

and Heinz Memorial  

Chapel, as pictured in  

this 1950 aerial view.  

Graduation ceremonies  

also have been held at the 

Civic Arena (Mellon Arena) 

in downtown Pittsburgh 

and, since 2003, at the  

Petersen Events Center  

on the Pittsburgh campus.

225

to learn more about
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• �Also in October, David Perlmutter, the Vira I. Heinz Professor 

and chair of the Department of Pediatrics, received the  

2011 Shwachman Award from the North American Society  

for Pediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition in  

recognition of his lifelong scientific and educational contribu-

tions to the field.

• �One month later, former MacArthur “genius award” winner,  

Pitt alumnus, and Pitt Trustee Bill Strickland traveled to  

Japan to receive the 2011 Goi Peace Award for his contributions 

toward the realization of a peaceful and harmonious world  

for humanity and for all life on earth. Past recipients of this  

prestigious award have included Bill Gates and former  

Costa Rican President and Nobel Peace Prize winner  

Oscar Arias.

• �As the year progressed, Anthony Grace, Distinguished  

Professor of Neuroscience, and Christian Schunn, professor of 

psychology—both in the Kenneth P. Dietrich School of Arts  

and Sciences—were named Fellows of the American Association 

for the Advancement of Science.

David Perlmutter Bill Strickland
(A&S ’70)

Anthony Grace Christian Schunn

2012 Report of Chancellor Mark A. Nordenberg
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• �Just a few weeks later, we learned that two Pitt faculty members 

and two Pitt alumni had been elected to the prestigious  

Institute of Medicine. The faculty members are Nancy Davidson, 

the Hillman Professor of Oncology and director of the  

University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute, and Jeannette  

South-Paul, who also is a Pitt graduate and who holds the Drew 

Mathieson Professorship and chairs our Department of Family 

Medicine. The other Pitt alumni elected were Jonathan Gitlin, 

the Cornelius Vanderbilt Professor of Pediatrics at Vanderbilt 

University School of Medicine, and Paul Offit, professor of  

pediatrics at Penn, chief of the Division of Infectious Diseases, 

and director of the Vaccine Education Center at the Children’s 

Hospital of Philadelphia. 

• �Showing the strength that we continue to build in our  

more junior faculty ranks, in October, Professor Steven Little  

of the Swanson School received a 2012 Young Investigator Award  

from the Society for Biomaterials, recognizing his outstanding 

achievements in that field. In May, Professor Little received  

the Camille Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar Award, which carries a 

$75,000 prize and honors demonstrated leadership in education 

and research in chemical sciences, including chemical  

engineering. Recently, Professor Little also was named the  

chair of the Swanson School’s Department of Chemical and 

Petroleum Engineering.

S

Nancy Davidson Jeannette South-Paul 
(MED ’79)

Jonathan Gitlin 
(A&S ’74, MED ’78)

Paul Offit Steven Little
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• �As the new year continued to unfold, Distinguished University 

Professor Savio Woo, from the Swanson School, received the 

2012 Gold Medal for Innovations in Healthcare Technology 

from the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers for his 

“pivotal contributions to biomechanics and its application to 

orthopaedic surgery and sports medicine.”

• �John Wallace, who holds the Philip Hallen Chair in our School  

of Social Work, received the 2012 Urban Affairs Association 

Marilyn J. Gittell Activist Scholar Award in recognition of his 

work in establishing the Homewood Children’s Village here  

in Pittsburgh.

• �Sanford Asher, Distinguished Professor of Chemistry,  

received the fourth annual Charles E. Kaufman Award from  

the Pittsburgh Foundation in recognition of his “substantial  

contributions to science for both the betterment and  

understanding of human life.”

• �Then, in early May, we learned that three of our faculty  

members—Yuan Chang, Distinguished Professor and American 

Cancer Society Professor in the Department of Pathology in our 

School of Medicine; Patrick Moore, Distinguished Professor 

and American Cancer Society Professor in the Department of 

Microbiology and Molecular Genetics in our School of Medicine; 

and Peter Strick, Distinguished Professor in the Department of 

Neurobiology in our School of Medicine and codirector of the 

Center for the Neural Basis of Cognition—had been elected to 

membership in the National Academy of Sciences, which is one 

of the highest honors in the world of scientific research. Only  

10 universities had three or more faculty members elected to  

the National Academy. Stanford led the way with six; Berkeley 

and Princeton had four; and Columbia, Johns Hopkins, MIT, 

Penn, UC San Diego, the University of Washington, and Pitt each 

had three.  F

S

Savio  Woo John  Wallace Sanford Asher Yuan Chang Patrick Moore Peter Strick

2012 Report of Chancellor Mark A. Nordenberg
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• �Early in the new year, something really remarkable occurred.  

The Society of Critical Care Medicine selected 20 world- 

renowned intensivists to be the first to receive its highest  

honor—designation as a Master in Critical Care Medicine.  

Seven of the 20 members of that inaugural class of honorees 

came from Pitt. That group included four active members of  

our medical school faculty: Derek Angus, the current chair  

of the Department of Critical Care Medicine, who also holds  

the Mitchell Fink Endowed Chair; Patrick Kochanek, the director 

of the Safar Center for Resuscitation Research; Michael Pinsky, 

the department’s vice chair for academic affairs and currently  

the president of the University Senate; and Ann Thompson, the 

department’s vice chair for faculty development and associate 

dean for faculty affairs in the School of Medicine. Also honored 

were Mitchell Fink, the founding chair of the department, and 

two true legends, Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus Ake 

Grenvik and the late Peter Safar, widely known as the “father of 

CPR” and one of the great Pitt faculty members of all time.

Derek Angus Patrick Kochanek Michael Pinsky Ann Thompson Mitchell Fink

Ake Grenvik Peter Safar
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What does all of this mean for Pitt? Most basically, it means that 

we continue to build impressive institutional strength. Among 

other things, it means that, when records of achievement are  

compared, we now regularly find ourselves in the company of the 

very universities that we most admire. And that has been one of 

our most fundamental long-term goals.

 It means that we are playing a key role in the growth and develop-

ment of some of this country’s most hardworking, high-potential 

students—positioning them to lead the lives of impact that have 

come to characterize Pitt graduates. And remember that, just since 

the beginning of this new century, Pitt alumni have captured the  

Nobel Peace Prize, the Nobel Prize in Medicine, the Pulitzer Prize 

for fiction, the National Medal of Science, the National Book Award, 

the Fritz Medal in engineering, the Shaw and Albany prizes in  

medicine, and many other high honors. That is an extraordinary  

record—and it means something to current students, in shaping 

their own ambitions, to know that Pitt alumni have achieved  

so much. 

It means that our faculty members, across a range of disciplines, 

are engaged in some of the most impressive work being done  

anywhere in the world. Hopefully, some sense of that was  

conveyed as I provided an overview of some of the awards  

bestowed on faculty members during the past academic year. 

But a quick look at the work of our three new members of the 

National Academy of Sciences underscores that point. Professors 

Chang and Moore have discovered two of the seven known  

cancer-causing viruses—one that causes the most common cancer 

in AIDS patients and the other that causes a particularly deadly 

form of skin cancer. Professor Strick studies the neural circuits that 

are responsible for the control of voluntary movement, cognition, 

and affect. Those same circuits, when dysfunctional, could be  

responsible for the symptoms of such behavioral illnesses as 

schizophrenia, obsessive-compulsive disorder, depression,  

and autism. 

Impressive Institutional Strength

S

c e l e b r a t i n g

The Cathedral of Learning 

has become an inspiring  

symbol of Pitt’s aspirations 

and impact that is known 

around the world.   

Construction of the  

Cathedral began in 1926  

and continued throughout 

the Great Depression, aided by 

a community-based campaign 

in which schoolchildren 

donated a dime each in  

exchange for a certificate 

testifying that they were  

“Builders of the Cathedral  

of Learning.” Here the  

Cathedral is pictured  

as seen from Bellefield  

Avenue, circa 1940.

225

to learn more about
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What that huge number means, in the comparative sense, became 

clear last month, when the National Science Foundation released its 

annual listing of American universities by total federal science and 

engineering research and development support. Pitt was in the  

top five—along with Johns Hopkins and the Universities of  

Washington, Michigan, and Pennsylvania. The next five universities 

were Stanford; the University of California, San Diego; Columbia; 

North Carolina; and the University of Wisconsin. As noted above, 

this is great company—just the kind that we want to be keeping.

And to be clear, this is not the ranking based solely on National  

Institutes of Health funding, where we have regularly appeared 

in the top five in recent years. This is total federal grant support, 

where we never before have cracked the top five. In fact, some 

members of this Board may recall that, in 2000, we had climbed up 

to 20th place on this list and decided, as what we thought was  

a stretch goal, to try working our way up to 16th in five years.  

Obviously, we did that and more. And when you think of the  

quality of the universities we have passed, every step up that ladder 

has been a real sign of growing strength.

That $800 million figure also is one indicator of our impact on  

the regional economy. Those dollars alone support, directly and 

indirectly, some 28,000 local jobs. And Pitt sits at the heart of 

what the U.S. Department of Labor calls the education and health 

services “supersector,” which now is responsible for more than one 

in every five jobs in the greater Pittsburgh region.

A Pittsburgh incline ride offers a 
picturesque city skyline view.

2012 Report of Chancellor Mark A. Nordenberg
University of Pittsburgh
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What this amazing record also means is that Pitt has become  

a global powerhouse of pioneering research. Looking just at the 

numbers, when we closed the books on the last fiscal year,  

we were able to report that our research expenditures had  

exceeded $800 million. 

National Science Foundation
Total Federal Science  
and Engineering Research and  
Development Support

	 1. 	Johns Hopkins

	 2. 	Washington	

	 3. 	Michigan

	 4. 	Penn

	  5.	Pitt
	 6. 	Stanford

	 7. 	UC San Diego

	 8. 	Columbia

	 9. 	UNC

	 10. 	Wisconsin
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I also do want to acknowledge the members of the Board who 

will be formally inducted into the Cathedral of Learning Society 

tonight [June 22], recognizing their contributions of $1 million 

or more to Pitt. Tonight’s honorees include Tom and Joan Bigley, 

George and Ada Davidson, Herb and Barbara Shear, and Janet 

Swanson—who will be inducted in John’s presence but in her  

own right. They join a roster of distinguished trustees who earlier 

were recognized as Cathedral of Learning Society members.  

That group includes Suzy Broadhurst, Henry Hillman, John Pelusi 

(A&S ’77, GSPIA ’79), Dick Simmons, Chuck Steiner (A&S ’63), 

John Swanson (ENGR ’66G), Dick Thornburgh (LAW ’57), and  

Tom Usher (ENGR ’64, ’66G, ’71G).  F

These levels of accomplishment and impact also have helped drive 

our very successful efforts to generate higher levels of private 

support for Pitt. As I talked about the achievements of students 

and faculty, I made frequent reference to the Swanson and Dietrich 

schools. John Swanson, of course, is with us and hopefully feels 

a well-deserved sense of pride in hearing references to some of 

the many good things now being done by those in the school that 

bears his name. Bill Dietrich no longer sits with us at this table,  

but we cannot forget that this year was launched with the news  

of his extraordinary gift to Pitt, one that will help power future  

successes in both education and research.

And we never can forget the many other examples of generosity, 

large and not so large, that have come from nearly 180,000 donors 

and have taken Pitt close to its $2 billion capital campaign goal— 

a level of support that consultants would have dismissed as not 

achievable when we launched this effort. Among the extraordinary 

contributions of the past year, I need to make special reference to 

the $22 million grant made by the Richard King Mellon Founda-

tion to our Center for Energy and the combined commitment of 

$15 million from the Institute for Transfusion Medicine and the 

Hemophilia Center of Western Pennsylvania to our new Vascular 

Medicine Institute.

The R.K. Mellon Foundation is one of Pitt’s oldest and best friends. 

The Institute for Transfusion Medicine and the Hemophilia Center  

are newer friends. But the contributions made by both are  

more than just a reflection of friendship. Instead, these  

are carefully conceived investments in the future  

of the regional economy and the cause of  

human health.

SS

John Swanson (ENGR ’66G) Tom (BUS ’56) and Joan Bigley

  George (ENGR ’61) 
and Ada Davidson

Herb and Barbara 
(EDUC ’73G) Shear

John (ENGR ’66G) and 
Janet (SIS ’76G) Swanson
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    Left to right:   
   Bettye J. and Ralph E. Bailey Dean  
  of Arts and Sciences N. John Cooper,  
 Bill Dietrich (A&S ’80G, ’84G),  
and Chancellor Mark A. Nordenberg
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If our record has helped generate ever-greater levels of respect, 

even higher levels of research support, and record-breaking  

examples of philanthropy, there is one thing that it has not been 

able to do. That, of course, is to move beyond the yearly struggle  

to generate more reasonable levels of state support. That is a  

real concern, not only for those who care about Pitt but for those 

who care about the future of our community, our Commonwealth, 

and our country. 

Let me return, briefly, to the National Research Council’s  

“call to action”: 

We believe that America’s research universities are 

today a key asset for our nation’s future. They are so 

because of the considered and deliberate decisions 

made in the past by policymakers, even in difficult 

times. Our future now depends on the willingness of 

our current policymakers to follow their example and 

make decisions that will allow us to compete, prosper, 

and shape our destiny.

Meeting Challenges

pg. 21
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Pitt Distinguished Service 

Professor of Surgery  

Thomas E. Starzl, often 

called the “Father  

of Transplantation,”  

performed the world’s first 

human liver transplant 

and the world’s first  

simultaneous heart and 

liver transplant, the  

latter in Pittsburgh in 1984.  

In 2004, Starzl was awarded 

the National Medal of  

Science, this country’s 

highest scientific honor, 

for his pioneering work.

225

to learn more about
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225.pitt.edu
The dome of the capitol building
in Harrisburg, Pa.
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Pitt Police Officer Dave Nanz (left) 
and his K-9 partner, Officer Riggs,  
are greeted by an admiring Pitt student.

Pitt students making thank-you  
cards for the Pitt Police

Hundreds of Pitt students signed sentiments  
of gratitude on a banner they presented to  
Pitt’s Chief of Police, Tim Delaney (far left).

2012 Report of Chancellor Mark A. Nordenberg
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And if implemented and proposed state budget cuts did not  

represent a big enough challenge, this also was the year in which 

we endured several weeks of unrelenting bomb threats. Those 

threats generated real concerns and disrupted campus life. But 

with a lot of help from our friends—and I cannot be too effusive  

in expressing gratitude to federal law enforcement, which led  

the investigatory efforts, and to the City of Pittsburgh and  

other municipalities that provided support throughout our time  

of need—we made it through this period of challenge.

The fact that we endured this challenge also was a real credit  

to the people of Pitt. Our police, student affairs staff, and  

computer network professionals often were working “around  

the clock”; faculty and staff stepped up to help in wide-ranging 

ways; and our students demonstrated levels of determination  

and resiliency that are going to serve them well in meeting the 

many other challenges that await them in life. In a very real  

sense, we grew in strength as individuals, and we grew closer  

as a community.  F

To be clear, the report also calls upon research universities to  

commit to “improve management, productivity, and cost  

efficiency in both administration and academics.” Of course,  

this Board very publicly made that one of Pitt’s never-ending  

institutional priorities back in February of 1996. This language 

is from the resolution on operational efficiency and effectiveness 

passed back then:

Institutions of higher learning are not insulated from 

the economic pressures that, in recent years, have 

affected virtually every other segment of American 

society. In fact, in a time when a potentially declining 

resource base is accompanied by increased perfor-

mance expectations, it is essential that University 

resources be invested wisely, that programs be managed 

efficiently, and that the institution be positioned to 

meet challenges and pursue opportunities in timely and 

effective ways.

That is a shared commitment that has been advanced by both  

the Board and the senior management team. Of course, we always 

can do better, which is why I referred to this commitment as never 

ending. However, our record of doing more with less is equal  

to any university in the country. Looking at things from the  

other side, it is difficult to examine the record of dramatically 

diminished public support for Pennsylvania’s public research 

universities without wondering about the plan to keep our state 

competitive in the innovation economy of the 21st century. 

S
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This community came together, in the literal sense, at commence-

ment. That ceremony always is special, but this year’s stood out. 

The Petersen Events Center was packed with people who had 

made the decision that no one was going to keep them from  

celebrating this major milestone in the lives of our graduates. 

Our keynote speaker, Lieutenant  

General Patricia Horoho—a Pitt  

graduate and the first woman and first 

nurse to be nominated by the President 

and confirmed by the U.S. Senate to 

serve as Surgeon General of the U.S. 

Army and Commander of the  

U.S. Army Medical Command— 

captured the spirit of the gathering  

in her address:

I recognize that the last few months here at the  

University have been difficult, with countless  

evacuations. Your presence here today, and that of  

your family and friends, reflects your resolve to  

challenge and overcome the efforts that have sought  

to disrupt student life. You celebrate not only the  

graduating Class of 2012 but demonstrate the character 

of the University of Pittsburgh, the spirit of the city  

of Pittsburgh, and the resolve of America to  

overcome adversity.

Maintaining Momentum

Pitt track star Roger  

Kingdom (CGS ’02), one of 

Pitt’s greatest athletes, 

won back-to-back gold 

medals in the 110-meter 

hurdles in the 1984 and 

1988 Olympic Games. Here  

Kingdom is pictured  

competing in the race  

he won during the  

1988 games in Seoul,  

South Korea. He also set  

a 110-meter hurdles  

world record in Zurich, 

Switzerland, in 1989.

225

Sto learn more about
pitt’s history, visit

225.pitt.edu

Lt. Gen. Patricia Horoho 
(NURS ’92G)

c e l e b r a t i n g
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Put another way, what was one of  

Pitt’s most difficult years—its 225th 

birthday year—also was one of its 

most triumphant. I am grateful to you for 

setting an appropriately high standard so many years ago, for  

being consistently supportive in the face of wide-ranging  

challenges, and for all that you have done to help propel our  

already outstanding University to even greater heights.

Faced with very tough challenges, in addition to the stiff  

competition that always exists in the world of top research  

universities, the “people of Pitt” joined forces to collectively  

craft another year of impact and accomplishment. There could  

not have been a better way to celebrate our rich heritage of  

225 years of building better lives.  F

S
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Building on Lt. Gen. Horoho’s theme, it has been said that  

“adversity causes some to break, others to break records.” In  

the face of varied, and very serious, challenges, Pitt built further 

momentum during this past year as it continued down its  

accustomed path, a path of record-breaking progress.

In traveling that path, we advanced the overarching aspiration 

proclaimed by this Board 12 years ago—that “[b]y aggressively 

supporting the advancement of Pitt’s academic mission, we will 

clearly establish that this is one of the finest and most productive 

universities in the world.” Like many of our other goals, that quest 

is both ambitious and never ending. But when others look back 

on this academic year, what they will see is that a group of com-

mitted Pitt people did not permit our progress to be impeded, 

even by challenges that might easily have set us back.

New Pitt alumni celebrate the motto “H2P”   
(Hail To Pitt!) during 2012 Commencement  
at the Petersen Events Center.



Let me begin by stating that I have the stron-
gest feelings of respect, affection, and gratitude 
for our University of Pittsburgh Police. And 
those already strong feelings have deepened 
over the course of recent months—not only for 
me but for the entire University community.

Campus policing is a form of law enforce-
ment that takes an unusual combination of 
professional abilities and personal qualities. 
That is particularly true for a university of Pitt’s 
size located in a major city setting. We have 
more than 28,000 students on our Pittsburgh 
campus. Most of them are young, and large 
numbers of them are experiencing the exhila-
rating freedom of being truly away from home 
for the first time. Not surprisingly, they do 
not always act like fully mature adults. For our 
police officers, this means that every day brings 
far more “blurry lines” than you would see in 
almost any other setting.

But our police officers also provide much  
of the general policing for an urban area that  
is the third-busiest commercial district in 
Pennsylvania, trailing only Center City  
Philadelphia and Downtown Pittsburgh. But 
just to say that Oakland is “busy” does not fully 
describe it. It is both the site of some of the 
most wonderful work done anywhere on the 
face of the earth and it sometimes is a magnet 
for bad people intending to do bad things. 

Our University has the third-largest police 
department in Allegheny County. In the 
opinions of most and to the credit of a number 
of people, including Executive Vice Chancellor 
Jerry Cochran, it also is one of the best-trained 
departments anywhere. 

Our officers train for situations that they hope 
will never arise. In fact, in the 17 years that I 
have been Chancellor, no Pitt Police officer 
had fired his or her gun in the line of duty until 
March 8, 2012. 

I continue to be overwhelmed when I think 
about the terrible things that could have  
happened at Western Psychiatric Institute  
and Clinic if our officers had not arrived so 
quickly. On that horrifying day, all the good 
that normally comes from a neighborhood 
dedicated to education and healing was  
shattered by the actions of one single person. 
Were it not for the swift and effective actions 
of the first responders—our Pitt Police—the 
list of casualties might have increased to an 
unimaginable level.

To give just one example, about a month after 
the shootings at WPIC, I received a letter 
from a judge from Westmoreland County. He 
is someone I have known for 30 years; he is 
a longtime member of the Pitt–Greensburg 
Advisory Board; and when we honored him 
as a Legacy Laureate, I had the chance to meet 
other members of his family.

What the judge told me in his letter was that 
one of his sons, whom I had met, a fellow  
in the Child and Adolescent Psychiatry  
Program, was concealed in his first-floor office 
as the shooter discharged 20 or 30 shots in the 
hallway just outside his office door. We do not 
know how many stories like this one would 
have ended in a different way without the 
effective intervention of our police, but most 
of us are convinced those numbers would not 
have been small.

Standing sentry along the pathways leading  
to the National Law Enforcement Officers  
Memorial in our nation’s capital are four 
bronze sculptures of lions watching over their 
cubs—a strong symbol of “the strength,  
courage, and valor that are hallmarks of those 
who serve and protect.” Beneath one of those 
lions are the words that captured the actions of 
our Pitt Police on March 8: “In valor there  
is hope.” 

When our officers entered the Western  
Psychiatric Institute and Clinic, they brought 
hope to the innocent bystanders under siege. 
They risked their own lives by moving to deal 
with a dangerous situation. Their actions were 
a product of their courage, skill, and training 
and are a testament to the professionalism of 
the entire Pitt Police force, which we see so 
vividly every day.

On behalf of the University of 
Pittsburgh, the Board of Trustees 
wishes to publicly express—to the 
involved officers and to the entire 
department—not only the pride 
we have in you but the gratitude 
we have for your bravery on 
March 8—and every other day. 

In Valor There Is Hope
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Pitt’s Board of Trustees recognized the University’s police force for its bravery in the handling of the March 8 shooting at  Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic. In the  
front row, from left, are Lieutenant Holly Lamb, Officer Brian Turak, Sergeant Daniel Papale, Lieutenant David Basile, Officer Ronald Bennett, and Chief Tim Delaney.  
In the back row, from left, are Commander Shawn Ellies, Officer Joshua Acre, Officer Joseph  Washinski, Officer Brian  Veze, and Officer Thomas Lasky. Officers Guy Johnson  
and Steve Tomovich also were recognized but were unable to attend the Board meeting.

This is the print version of Chancellor Mark A. Nordenberg’s recognition of the bravery and valor of the Pitt Police  
officers who responded to the March 8, 2012, shooting at Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic (WPIC). This presentation 
was made during the June 22, 2012, Annual Meeting of the University of Pittsburgh Board of Trustees.
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